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	What will we be learning?
What makes for a sophisticated composition? What is meant by the ‘skilful technical control’ of a composer?

Component 2: Composing
	Why this? Why now?
Now you have developed both a palette of compositional techniques AND your own compositional voice you are able to write your final compositional portfolio. This brings together all your learning from KS3/4 and year 12.

	Key Words:
Interval, motif, melody, theme;
Harmonic interval, chord, consonance/ dissonance, chord progression, cadence;
Creating rhythmic ideas;
Creating textural ideas;
Development;
Repeats and variation.


	What will we learn?
You will prepare a portfolio of TWO compositions, one of which must reflect the musical language, techniques and conventions associated with the Western Classical Tradition in response to a brief set by the examining board. The second composition is a free composition for which you can set your own brief.
	

	What opportunities are there for wider study?
In year 13 you will be studying a collection of compositions from the early 20th Century. You are encouraged to recreate these compositional languages as much as possible – to increase your understanding of that repertoire AND to enrichen your own compositional palette.
	

	How will I be assessed?
Your final portfolios must contain for each of your two compositions the following:
A detailed printed score; A recording; A written description of your compositional process (a log);
The detail of the criteria, which sets out your potential assessment, is set out below:
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APPENDIX B

Assessment criteria for Component 2: Composing

AO2

Create and develop musical ideas with technical and expressive control and coherence

Band Creating Musical Ideas Developing Musical Ideas Technical and Expressive Control of Musical
Elements
4 10-12 marks 10-12 marks 10-12 marks
Musical ideas are sophisticated Thematic ideas are developed and Demonstrates sophisticated and skilful
throughout organised in a sophisticated manner technical control of the musical elements
The ideas are fully structured and A wide range of compositional |deas are communicated with
provide a secure foundation for the techniques has been used to produce a sophisticated expressive control and
piece sophisticated outcome musical understanding
A mature and sophisticated response All selected musical elements have Demonstrates sophisticated control of
to the chosen brief been combined skilfully to produce a the chosen resources, including the use
fully coherent piece of music technology where appropriate
3 7-9 marks 7-9 marks 7-9 marks

Most musical ideas are effective

The ideas are structured and provide
an appropriate foundation for the piece
An appropriate response to the chosen
brief

Thematic ideas are developed and
organised

A range of compositional techniques
has been used to produce an
appropriate outcome

Musical elements have been combined
appropriately to produce a coherent
piece

Demonstrates appropriate technical
control of the musical elements

Ideas are communicated with expressive
control and musical understanding
Demonstrates appropriate control of the
chosen resources, including the use of
music technology where appropriate
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4-6 marks

Musical ideas are inconsistent

The ideas are partially structured and
provide an inconsistent foundation for
the piece

An inconsistent response to the
chosen brief

4-6 marks

Thematic ideas are developed and
organised in an inconsistent way
Some compositional techniques have
been used to produce an inconsistent
outcome

Some musical elements have been
combined inconsistently to produce a
partially coherent piece

4-6 marks

Demonstrates inconsistent technical
control of the musical elements

|deas are communicated inconsistently
with some expressive control and
musical understanding

Demonstrates inconsistent control of the
chosen resources, including the use of
music technology where appropriate

1-3 marks

Ideas are basic

The ideas lack structure and offer a
limited foundation for the piece

A simplistic and limited response to
the chosen brief

1-3 marks

Thematic ideas lack development and
organisation is limited

Few compositional techniques have
been used to produce a simple and
repetitive outcome

Few musical elements have been used
effectively to produce a piece which
lacks a sense of coherence

1-3 marks

Demonstrates limited technical control of
the musical elements

Ideas are communicated with limited
expressive control and musical
understanding

Demonstrates limited control of the
chosen resources, including the use of
music technology where appropriate

0 marks

There is no evidence of creativity, or
convincing musical content

0 marks

There is no evidence of musical
development, or any sense of stylistic
coherence

0 marks

There is no evidence of technical or
expressive control
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